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Open Call for innovative research project 

ideas in the field of 

Transport 

(Call for FP7 Pre-proposals)

A short guide for Applicants
1. Objectives of TransBonus project
In its very essence, TransBonus project represents an ambitious undertaking aiming at improvement and promotion of closer Scientific and Technological (S&T) cooperation opportunities between Europe and the Western Balkan Countries (WBCs) in the area of Surface Transport. The project seeks to establish an EU-Balkan Transport network of researchers and universities among these countries in order to improve and/or enlarge the research capacity of Western Balkan centres of competence in transport in terms of improving their research programmes, and scientific and technical human resources.
2. Call Objectives
The main objective of this Call is to urge the active participation of research organisations, NGOs, universities, public organisations, and SMEs coming from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria in future EU projects in the field of surface transport under the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Development (FP7). Moreover, the Pre-Call targets at establishing a network of excellence (NoE) not only among WBCs but also among regions and countries under the convergence objective as well as EU-15 member states. In this respect, WBCs will reveal their research potential, developing and implementing project proposals, at European level.
The Call opens on May 1, 2010 and the deadline is May 31, 2010 at 17:00 CET. Two, maximum three progressive ideas (Pre-proposals) per country are going to be selected by an Evaluation Committee and respectively, they will receive further assistance in finalising their full project proposals, including making up of their budgets. The successful applicants will be invited to a workshop in the first half of July, where 3-4 research ideas will receive further support for growing into full proposals under FP7.
3. Eligibility Criteria

The following categories of organisations ate eligible to participate under this Call:

· Research organisations, NGOs, universities, public organisations;
· Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
Note: All applicants should come from the surface transport sector from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria. Additional partners from Europe may be also invited.
4. Application procedures

Applications must be submitted using the Pre-Proposal Form (available in the next section of this document) completed in English. Each section of the Pre-Proposal Form must be completed as clearly and carefully as possible in order to facilitate the evaluation process. Applications must be precise and provide enough detail to ensure the evaluators’ clear understanding of the goals and significance of the proposed research action/idea anyhow it will be achieved in practice, the benefits that will accrue from its implementation and its relevance to the call objectives. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed.

5. Deadline and submission
Applicants are invited to submit their research proposal ideas (Pre-Proposals) by electronic means ONLY, using the following e-mail address:

E-mail: transbonus@online.bg 
The deadline for receipt of applications is May 31, 2010 at 17.00h CET. Applications received after the deadline will be automatically disqualified.
*Applicants for the Open Call could download the Pre-proposal form on the website of the project at http://transbonus.net/index.php?t=61 (Project Opportunities, Submit your Project Idea menu)
6. Selection of applications and methodology for assessment
Applications will be reviewed by experts, coming from EU partner countries 
(Greece, the Netherlands, and Bulgaria).
Only eligible and fully-completed Pre-proposal forms will be considered.

Number of proposals per applicant: An applicant may submit more than one proposal under this call, but ONLY one can be awarded with further assistance for finalising the full proposal for the FP7 call of relevance to the proposed idea.

The evaluation process will take into account the following methodology for assessment:

- Scientific and technological excellence and degree of innovation;

- Ability to carry out the project successfully and to ensure its efficient management assessed in terms of resources and competences and including the organization modalities foreseen by the participants;

- Potential impact and the use of project results.
7. Areas of the open call
The target of this call is to enhance the participation of the Western Balkan Countries in the FP7 open calls (which are going to be launched in July, 2010) in the transport domain.

WBCs are encouraged to develop their research potential and capacities in “greener,” “smarter” and safer pan-European transport systems for the benefit of the citizens and society and strengthen the competitiveness and technological innovations in their transport industries.
8. Benefits to the potential participants in the open call
Participation in the TransBonus open call for pre-proposal provides the following bonuses to the applicants:
Successful applicants of pre-proposals for all partner countries, selected on the basis of online voting, indicated on the website of the project, will have the opportunity to take part in a “Final Idea Generation Event” - Workshop for proposal development on July 8-9, 2010 in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Participants are going to receive practical assistance by experienced EU member countries – Greece (Help-Forward), Bulgaria (ARC Fund), the Netherlands (NL Agency), and Malta (IRMCo), in development of full project proposals for FP7
Successful applicants will also have the opportunity to take part in an “Info day” in Brussels, where they can present their research ideas and look for more partners.

“Expert study visits” – In September - October, 2010, to the Netherlands, where the successful applicants will have the opportunity to meet transport researchers from Hague and Eindhoven.




	To be filled in by the Evaluation Committee

	№
	Country

	
	


       Document publication rules

        The Pre-proposal Form has to be written with the following format:

	Font
	Times New Roman

	Point size
	11 or 12

	Inter-line spacing
	1.15-1.5 lines


I. Information on applicant organisation

	1.   Organisation legal name:

	2.   Short name of the organisation:

	3.   Organisation type
          (   Research organisation           (   University                (   NGO
    (    Public organisation          (   SME            


	        Short description of activities of the organisation (Research organisation, university, NGO, SME or public organisation)—2000 characters maximum


	        Size and description of R&D department of the organisation (Research organization, university, NGO, SME or public organization)—1000 characters maximum


	4.   General manager:

	5.   Address:

	6.   Phone:
	7.   Fax:

	8.   E-mail:
	9.   Website:




II. Proposal information 

	1.  Proposal title:

	2.   Thematic area address:

    ( Transport 
Areas of the call for pre-proposals:

-European green cars initiatives
-Rail transport
-Waterborne transport
-Filling gaps

Please check the Work Programme of the last year’s call for further information on these four areas at http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm


	3.  Person in charge: 

	3.1  Title
	3.2  Phone

	3.3  Fax
	3.4  E-mail


III. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL QUALITY

1. Title and acronym of the proposed project idea

	2.  Concepts and objectives  -       Maximum 2000 characters. 

Describe in detail the scientific and technological objectives. Show how they relate to the topics addressed by the call. The objectives should be those achievable within the proposed project, not through subsequent development. They should be stated in a measurable and verifiable form.



	3.  Description of the main project activities 

     Maximum 4000 characters. 
Please describe the overall methodology and how it will be applied – pls outline the workpackages and timing.




	4.  Planned effort (person-months), duration and indicative total budget




   IV.          Implementation 
	1.   Justification  

      Maximum 2000 characters. Please, provide the following information: 

1.1. Identification of the needs and constraints – why you need this project?
1.2. Reasons for selection of the target activities – why you think the action must be carried out? To what extent does the project contain specific elements of value added (do you envisage implementation of innovative technologies, improved rate of productivity, employment growth, models for good practices, reduction of costs, etc)?
1.3. Please, provide any requirements for your possible consortium partners and explain why in your opinion their expertise and activities are crucial for the development of your pre-proposal.



V.       Impact
	1.  Expected results

        Maximum 2000 characters. Expected impact – indicate how the action will improve the EU and/or national research, policy priorities and economical impact in the field. Include concrete outputs – specific and quantifiable.










�                  Pre-proposal Form








2.  Experience in managing EU-supported R&D projects


        Demonstrate the management capacity of the coordinator in terms of experience and available resources. Describe the management and the decision making structure and the plan for the management of knowledge/intellectual property. Explain your strategy for circulating knowledge with stakeholders outside the project and the public in general.





Pls also indicate if you plan to be the project coordinator, or you would prefer to be involved as a partner.


Please, mention possible partners’ organizations which you wish to include in your consortium (Cross-sectoral and cross-country partnerships are strongly encouraged!)
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