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Open Call for innovative research project 

ideas in the field of 

Transport 

(Call for FP7 Pre-proposals)

A short guide for Applicants
1. Objectives of TransBonus project
In its very essence, TransBonus project represents an ambitious undertaking aiming at improvement and promotion of closer Scientific and Technological (S&T) cooperation opportunities between Europe and the Western Balkan Countries (WBCs) in the area of Surface Transport. The project seeks to establish an EU-Balkan Transport network of researchers and universities among these countries in order to improve and/or enlarge the research capacity of Western Balkan centres of competence in transport in terms of improving their research programmes, and scientific and technical human resources.
2. Call Objectives
The main objective of this Call is to urge the active participation of research organisations, NGOs, universities, public organisations, and SMEs coming from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria in future EU projects in the field of surface transport under the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Development (FP7). Moreover, the Pre-Call targets at establishing a network of excellence (NoE) not only among WBCs but also among regions and countries under the convergence objective as well as EU-15 member states. In this respect, WBCs will reveal their research potential, developing and implementing project proposals, at European level.
The Call opens on August 7, 2009 and has two deadlines – the first one is on September 15, 2009 at 17:00 CET, and the second one is on October 15, 2009 at 17:00 CET. Applicants may choose to which of the two deadlines to apply! Two, maximum three progressive ideas (Pre-proposals) per country are going to be selected by an Evaluation Committee and respectively, they will receive further assistance in finalising their full project proposals, including making up of their budgets.
3. Eligibility Criteria

The following categories of organisations ate eligible to participate under this Call:

· Research organisations, NGOs, universities, public organisations;
· Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
Note: All of the participants should come from the surface transport sector from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria.
4. Application procedures

Applications must be submitted using the Pre-Proposal Form (available in the next section of this document) completed in English. Each section of the Pre-Proposal Form must be completed as clearly and carefully as possible in order to facilitate the evaluation process. Applications must be precise and provide enough detail to ensure the evaluators’ clear understanding of the goals and significance of the proposed research action/idea anyhow it will be achieved in practice, the benefits that will accrue from its implementation and its relevance to the call objectives. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed.

5. Deadline and submission
Applicants are invited to submit their research proposal ideas (Pre-Proposals) by electronic means ONLY, using the following e-mail address:

E-mail: transbonus@online.bg 
The first deadline for receipt of applications is September 15, 2009 at 17.00h CET. The second deadline is October 15, 2009 at 17.00 h CET. Applications received after the second deadline will be automatically disqualified.
*Applicants for the Open Call could download the Pre-proposal form on the website of the project at http://transbonus.net/index.php?t=61 (Project Opportunities, Submit your Project Idea menu)
6. Selection of applications and methodology for assessment
Applications will be reviewed by experts, coming from EU partner countries 
(Greece - Help-Forward, the Netherlands - SenterNovem, and Bulgaria - ARC Fund).
Only eligible and fully-completed Pre-proposal forms will be considered.

Number of proposals per applicant: An applicant may submit more than one proposal under this call, but ONLY one can be awarded with further assistance for finalising the full proposal for the FP7 call of relevance to the proposed idea.

The evaluation process will take into account the following methodology for assessment:

- Scientific and technological excellence and degree of innovation;

- Ability to carry out the project successfully and to ensure its efficient management assessed in terms of resources and competences and including the organization modalities foreseen by the participants;

- Potential impact and the use of project results.
7. Areas of the open call
The target of this call is to enhance the participation of the Western Balkan Countries in the FP7 open calls (launched on July 30, 2009) in the transport are through accumulating as many as possible R&D project ideas in the field of surface transport. The successful applicants will receive support for developing their full project proposals to the relevant FP7 calls currently open under the Transport and the Research Potential Programmes.
WBCs are encouraged to develop their research potential and capacities in “greener,” “smarter” and safer pan-European transport systems for the benefit of the citizens and society and strengthen the competitiveness and technological innovations in their transport industries.
Moreover, the call aims at preparing the participants, respectively research organisations, NGOs, universities, public organisations, and SMEs coming from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria, for their active application in the official calls of the European Commission’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) under the Transport and Capacities (Research Potential) programmes. All of the calls were announced on July 30th, 2009.
The calls under Capacities (Research Potential) and Transport programme are as follows:
1. Unlocking and developing the research potential of research entities in the EU´s convergence regions and outermost regions
- Call identifier: FP7-REGPOT-2010-1
-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
-Deadline: 17 December 2009 at 17.00.00, Brussels local time
- Activity/area: REGPOT-2010-1. Unlocking and developing the research potential of research entities in the EU´s convergence regions and outermost regions
-Topics called: Any research topic covered by the EC FP7
-Funding Schemes: CSA-SA (Support Action)
2. Unlocking and developing the research potential of research entities established in the Western Balkan Countries´ regions equivalent to convergence regions
-Call identifier: FP7-REGPOT-2010-5
-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
- Deadline: 15 October 2009 at 17.00.00, Brussels local time
- Activity/area: REGPOT-2010-1. Unlocking and developing the research potential of research entities in the EU´s convergence regions and outermost regions
-Topics called: Any research topic covered by the EC FP7
-Funding Schemes: CSA-SA (Support Action)
The calls under Transport domain of the Cooperation programme include:
3. ERA-NET Call 2010
-Call identifier: FP7-ERANET-2010-RTD

-Date of publication: 30 July 2009.

-Deadline: 19 January 2010, at 17.00.00, Brussels local time
- Activity/area: 7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

7.2 Sustainable Surface Transport
-Topics called: SST.2010.6-3 ERA-NET in Waterborne Research (MARTEC II)
-Funding Schemes: CSA-SA (Support Action)
4. Sustainable automotive electrochemical storage
-Call identifier: FP7-2010-GC-ELECTROCHEMICAL-STORAGE

-Date of publication: 30 July 2009

-Deadline: 14 January 2010 at 17.00.00 (Brussels local time)
- Activity/area: 7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

GC.NMP.2010-1

GC.ENERGY.2010.10.2-2

GC.ENV.2010.3.1.3-3

GC.SST.2010.7-9
-Topics called: Materials, technologies and processes for sustainable automotive electrochemical storage applications
-Funding Schemes: Collaborative Project
5. "The ocean of tomorrow"

-Call identifier: FP7-OCEAN-2010
-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
-Deadline: 14 January 2010 at 17.00.00, Brussels local time
-Activity/area: 7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

Activity 7.2.8 Call "The ocean of tomorrow" - Joining research forces to meet challenges in ocean management
-Topics called: 
OCEAN.2010-1 Quantification of climate change impacts on economic sectors in the Arctic

OCEAN.2010-2 Vectors of changes in marine life, impact on economic sectors
OCEAN.2010-3 Sub-seabed carbon storage and the marine environment
-Funding Schemes: Collaborative Project (large scale integrating project) 

Collaborative Project (large scale integrating project)

Collaborative Project (large scale integrating project)

6. FP7- SUSTAINABLE SURFACE TRANSPORT (SST)-2010-RTD-1

Call identifier: FP7-SST-2010-RTD-1

-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
-Deadline1: 14 January 2010 at 17.00.00 (Brussels local time) 
7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

7. 2. 1. THE GREENING OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 7.2.1.1. The greening of products and operations


-Topics called -SST.2010.1.1-1. Carbon footprint of freight transport

SST.2010.1.1-2. Energy efficiency of ships

SST.2010.1.1-3. Attenuation of ground-borne vibration affecting residents near railway lines

SST.2010.1.1-4. Advanced after treatment solutions for mitigation of emissions from ships

-Funding Schemes: CP-FP (small or mediumscale focused research)
7. FP7-TRANSPORT (TPT)-2010-RTD-1

Call identifier: FP7-TPT-2010-RTD-1

-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
-Deadline1: 14 January 2010 at 17.00.00 (Brussels local time)

-Activity/area: 
7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

HORIZONTAL ACTIVITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TRANSPORT PROGRAMME 
Socio-economic research and technology foresight
Integration of transport modes and cross-cutting research

Strengthening the European Research Area and encouraging participation
-Topics called: TPT.2010-2. Prospects on upcoming global competition for the European transport industry on clean transport systems

TPT.2010-3. Exploring future transport paradigms beyond 2050

TPT.2010-4. Optimisation and integration of R&D efforts for transport of passengers by enhanced intermodality

TPT.2010-5. Demand/supply management and logistics for transport of passengers through increased comodality and understanding of social behaviour

TPT.2010-6. Alternative fuels in transport

TPT.2010-7. Noise mitigation research in transport: coordination of research and strategies

TPT.2010-8. Analysis of the state of ERA development within the transport domain

TPT.2010-9. Market uptake of transport research and role of actors and regions

TPT.2010-10. Supporting the organisation of conferences or events of special relevance to the European transport sector

TPT.2010-11. Environmental transport database

-Funding Schemes: 
CSA-SA (supporting)
CSA-SA (supporting)

CSA-SA (supporting)

CSA-SA (supporting)
CSA-SA (supporting)

CP-FP (small or mediumscale focused research), CSA-SA (supporting)

CP-FP (small or mediumscale focused research), CSA-SA (supporting)

BSG-CSO

CSA-SA (supporting), CSA-CA (coordinating)

CP-SICA

CSA-CA (coordinating)

CSA-SA (supporting)

CSA-SA (supporting)
CSA-SA (supporting)

CSA-SA (supporting)

For more information on these calls pls visit http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm).
8. FP7-TRANSPORT-2010-TREN-1
Call identifier: FP7-TRANSPORT-2010-TREN-1

-Date of publication: 30 July 2009
-Deadline1: 14 January 2010 at 17.00.00 (Brussels local time)

- Activity/area: 7. TRANSPORT (including Aeronautics)

7.2. SUSTAINABLE SURFACE TRANSPORT (INCLUDING THE ‘EUROPEAN GREEN CARS INITIATIVE’)

ACTIVITY 7. 2. 1. THE GREENING OF SURFACE TRANSPORT

7.2.1.3. Socioeconomic issues

7.2.2. ENCOURAGING MODAL SHIFT AND DECONGESTING TRANSPORT CORRIDORS

7.2.2.1 Logistics and intermodal transport

7.2.5. STRENGTHENING COMPETITIVENESS

7.2.5.2Competitive surface transport products and services

7.2.6. CROSS-CUTTING ACTIVITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUBTHEME PROGRAMME

7.2.7. THE ‘EUROPEAN GREEN CARS INITIATIVE’

-Topics called: SST.2010.1.3-1. Transport modelling for policy impact assessments

SST.2010.1.3-2. Social and economic impacts of transport policy
SST.2010.2.1-3. Development and promotion of best practice in freight logistics

SST.2010.2.1-4. Demonstration project for the rail freight network

SST.2010.5.2-5. Upgraded maritime transport information management

SST.2010.6-2. Maritime industry knowledge network

GC.SST.2010.7-8. Green Cars -Integrated EU demonstration project on electromobility

-Funding Schemes: CSA-SA (supporting)
CSA-SA (supporting)

CSA-CA (coordinating)
CP

8. Benefits to the potential participants in the open call
Participation in the TransBonus open call for pre-proposal provides the following bonuses to the applicants:
For the applicants striving to submit their applications by September 15, 2009:
· Participation in the “Idea Generation Events”—the aim of these events is to establish partnering schemes among WBCs and EU members and simultaneously to facilitate knowledge transfer through generating proposal ideas in the field of Surface transport.
The first series of “Idea Generation Events” is going to take place in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria in September 2009 before the expert study visits – see the paragraph below.
· “Expert study visits”—authors of the best 2-3 project ideas (Pre-proposals) per country, in the particular sector of interest, will then have the opportunity to take part in a study visit on October 1, 2009, to meet in Thessaloniki, Greece, experienced partners for setting up research project consortia for the calls for proposals described above.
· Support to the development of the full project proposal for the relevant FP7 call.
For the applicants striving to submit their applications by October 15, 2009:

· Participation in the “Idea Generation Events”—the aim of these events is to establish partnering schemes among WBCs and EU members and simultaneously to facilitate knowledge transfer through generating proposal ideas in the field of Surface transport.

The first series of “Idea Generation Events” is going to take place in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR of Macedonia, Serbia and Bulgaria in September 2009.
· Support to the development of the full project proposal for the relevant FP7 call.



	To be filled in by the Evaluation Committee

	№
	Country

	
	


       Document publication rules

        The Pre-proposal Form has to be written with the following format:

	Font
	Times New Roman

	Point size
	11 or 12

	Inter-line spacing
	1.15-1.5 lines


I. Information on applicant organisation

	1.   Organisation legal name:

	2.   Short name of the organisation:

	3.   Organisation type
          (   Research organisation           (   University                (   NGO
    (    Public organisation          (   SME            


	        Short description of activities of the organisation (Research organisation, university, NGO, SME or public organisation)—2000 characters maximum


	        Size and description of R&D department of the organisation (Research organization, university, NGO, SME or public organization)—1000 characters maximum


	4.   General manager:

	5.   Address:

	6.   Phone:
	7.   Fax:

	8.   E-mail:
	9.   Website:




II. Proposal information 

	1.  Proposal title:

	2.   Thematic area address:

    ( Transport 
2.1. THE GREENING OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
2.1.1.Carbon footprint of freight transport

2.1.2. Attenuation of ground-borne vibration affecting residents near railway lines

2.1.3. Energy efficiency of ships

2.1.4. Advanced after treatment solutions for mitigation of emissions from ships  
2.2.  ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY AND EFFUCUENT INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES

2.3  SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES

       2.3.1. Transport modeling for policy impact assessments

       2.3.2. Social and economic impacts of transport policy              

2.4. ENCOURAGING MODAL SHIFT AND DECONGESTING TRANSPORT CORRIDORS
2.4.1. LOGISTICS AND INTERMODAL TRANSPORT

2.4.1.1. Fast implementation of innovative/effective rail technologies to improve rail freight   services

2.4.1.2. Efficient interfaces between transport modes

2.4.1.3. Development and promotion of best practice in freight logistics

2.4.1.4. Demonstration project for the rail freight network

2.4.2.1.MARITIME AND INLAND WATERWAYS TRANSPORT

2.4.2.2. ENCHANCEMENT OF THE KNOWLEGDE BASE OF THE RAIL SECTOR

2.4.2.3. QUALITY OF RAIL SERVICES

2.4.2.4. INTERROPERABILITY AND SAFETY

2.4.2.5. TRAFFIC AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

2.4.2.6. POLICY SUPPORT

2.5. ENSURING SUSTAINABLE URBAN MOBILITY

2.5.1. NEW TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY CONCEPTS

2.5.2. HIGH QUALITY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
2.5.3. DEMAND MANAGEMENT

2.5.4. INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES FOR CLEAN URBAN TRANSPORT

2.5.5. POLICY SUPPORT

2.6. IMPROVING SAFETY AND SECURITY

2.6.1. INTEGRATED SAFETY AND SECURITY FOR SURFACE TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

2.6.2. Safety and security by design in transport stations and terminals

2.6.3. Minimizing the risk of fatigue failure of railway axles

2.6.4. POLICY SUPPORT

2.7. STRENGHTENING COMPETITIVENESS

2.7.1. COMPETITVE INDUSTRIAL PROCESS

2.7.1.1. Improved through-life asset management through application of advanced production, retrofit and dismantling processes

2.7.2. COMPETITIVE SURFACE TRANSPORT PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

2.7.2.1. Automated and cost effective railway infrastructure maintenance

2.7.2.2. The sustainable freight railway: Designing the freight vehicle—track system for higher delivered tonnage with improved availability at reduced cost

2.7.2.3. Step changes in rail freight logistics: new technologies and methods to increase freight competitiveness in the emerging low density, high value market

2.7.2.4. Competitive continental shipping including port operations

2.7.2.5. Upgraded maritime transport information management

2.8. CROSS-CUTTING ACTIVITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUB-THEME PROGRAMME

       2.8.1. Towards improved technology transfers
       2.8.2. Maritime industry knowledge network

    2.8.3. EU Transport Research Knowledge Centre—continuation of activities

    2.8.4. ERA-NET MARTEC II
2.9. THE ‘EUOROPEAN GREEN CARS INITIATIVE’

    2.9.1. Electrical machines

    2.9.2. Integrated electric auxiliaries and on-board systems
    2.9.3. Optimised thermal engine development and intergration

    2.9.4. Smart storage integration

    2.9.5. Advanced electric vehicle concepts

    2.9.6. Implementing Public-Private Partnership in the “European Green Cars Initiative”

    2.9.7. Raising awareness of potential job opportunities related to the electrification of road transport

    2.9.8. Green Cars – Integrated EU demonstration project on electromonility

    2.9.10. Materials, technologies and processes for sustainable automotive electrochemical storage applications

2.10. THE OCEAN OF TOMORROW: JOINING RESEARCH FORCES TO MEET CHALLENGES IN OCEAN MANAGAMENT

   2.10.1. Quantification of climate change impacts on economic sectors in the Arctic
   2.10.2. Vectors of changes in ocean and seas marine life, impact on economic sectors

   2.10.3. Sub-seabed carbon storage and the marine environment

2.11. SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY FORESIGHT

   2.11.1. Global challenges in a long term perspective: 2030-2050

   2.11.2. Prospects on upcoming global competition for the European transport industry on clean transport systems

   2.11.3. Exploring future transport paradigms beyond 2050

2.12. INTEGRATION OF TRANSPORT MODES AND CROSS-CUTTING REEARCH

   2.12.1. Optimisation and integration of R&D efforts for transport of passengers by enhanced intermodality

   2.12.2. Demand/supply management and logistics for transport of passengers through increased co-modality and understanding of social behavior

   2.12.3. Alternative fuels in transport

   2.12.4. Noise mitigation research in transport: coordination of research and strategies

2.13. STRENGHTENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA AND ENCOURAGING PARTICIPATION

   2.13.1. Analysis of the state of ERA development within the transport domain

   2.13.2. Market uptake of transport research and role of actors and regions

2.14. IMPLEMENTATION OF CALLS SUSTAINABLE SURFACE TRANSPORT

   2.14.1. SUSTAINABLE SURFACE TRANSPORT (INCLUDING THE ‘EUROPEAN GREEN CARS INITIATIVE’)-RTD

   2.14.2. TRANSPORT-TREN

   2.14.3. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP GREEN CARS: JOINT CALL

    2.14.4. ‘THE OCEAN OF TOMORROW’JOINT CALL   

	3.  Person in charge: 

	3.1  Title
	3.2  Phone

	3.3  Fax
	3.4  E-mail


III. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL QUALITY

1. Title and acronym of the proposed project idea

	2.  Concepts and objectives  -       Maximum 2000 characters. 

Describe in detail the scientific and technological objectives. Show how they relate to the topics addressed by the call. The objectives should be those achievable within the proposed project, not through subsequent development. They should be stated in a measurable and verifiable form.



	3.  Description of the main project activities 

     Maximum 4000 characters. 
Please describe the overall methodology and how it will be applied – pls outline the workpackages and timing.




	4.  Planned effort (person-months), duration and indicative total budget




   IV.          Implementation 
	1.   Justification  

      Maximum 2000 characters. Please, provide the following information: 

1.1. Identification of the needs and constraints – why you need this project?
1.2. Reasons for selection of the target activities – why you think the action must be carried out? To what extent does the project contain specific elements of value added (do you envisage implementation of innovative technologies, improved rate of productivity, employment growth, models for good practices, reduction of costs, etc)?
1.3. Please, provide any requirements for your possible consortium partners and explain why in your opinion their expertise and activities are crucial for the development of your pre-proposal.



V.       Impact
	1.  Expected results

        Maximum 2000 characters. Expected impact – indicate how the action will improve the EU and/or national research, policy priorities and economical impact in the field. Include concrete outputs – specific and quantifiable.










�                  Pre-proposal Form








2.  Experience in managing EU-supported R&D projects


        Demonstrate the management capacity of the coordinator in terms of experience and available resources. Describe the management and the decision making structure and the plan for the management of knowledge/intellectual property. Explain your strategy for circulating knowledge with stakeholders outside the project and the public in general.





Pls also indicate if you plan to be the project coordinator, or you would prefer to be involved as a partner.


Please, mention possible partners’ organizations which you wish to include in your consortium (Cross-sectoral and cross-country partnerships are strongly encouraged!)
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